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Tlie €0d MNational Bank buibding i Evansville cxemplifies
greeil building, wsing the eptimal ainount of daylight via
inberior gloring and sodar shading devices, The building

also leatures Impraved indoos air quality snd 30% In ] :
energy savings. According to designer VPS Architecture, it | d0CUMEnLaton-inensive and there are costs involved. 1l you don't

was Ll first LEED registered Building in Indiana. reach the obyective, should the owner be steck witls those costs?”

Greener Building Practices
Contirzrcd Jrom page 33

According to shiv Ghuman
C¥Meill, an associnte atiomey Perceived Advantases
of Building Green

with & [ews on construction
at Baker & Doaniels LLF, “green
butlding” i & phrase that can
cause some eonfusion lor
CONLEACLOLS,

lL encompesses mon: ;
than just LEED, and its a AR e
vague e legally,” she says. wirees LS, Green Dinfiding Coincil
“A legal risk is thal when you
CRLEE 4 Conived, everyone necds w be clear abowl whil is expected.
Om a maco level, the low has caught up. Bur on the micno level, it
hasnt quiee et because of allocacing risk.”

She contends there an: questions involving the responsihiling
insurance and archzous bookkeeping invelved,

“Ifan architect designs a green bullding snd i doesn't meet
requitements, thene’ a question of malpractice.” sle adds. 1S very
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WIS Architerture Preside i)
(00 Michael Showdders sas LEED
is bencficial as a standard but
caulions designers (o wor
simply follow a checklist,

Because of this, Barnard stresses the impomanee of making sure
all ase on 1l same poge, noting ics easier at a fiem such as his where the designers and builders
ave patt of the same company,

“Its just new criterin ond you always have 1o be carelul abowt vour claims 10 ot client,” he
reiterates. “sometimes vou have t say il thats a wequirement, then 1T have 1o change ke schedule,

He adds that in some cases, builders may even strive to cam more LEED paints than are
required fes 2 certain certilication in case some become unatiainable during the process,

“IEa comzwtes doesnt follow the crtena, you conkd lose the LEED cenification aluaggther,” Barrard
explans. "Iz just boml to guaramee sometimes because the achizect cant have ol contial of e prcject”

shoulders assenis that huilders or clients shouldn® allow saturation or the green building
bondwagon o skew their stondords,

“You have 1o be carelul of greenwashing, which means claiming zomething is green when i1
really int.” Shoulders claims. “There’s probably a tempiation for some 1o zay cane blanche 1
they're golng green jist to jump on the bandwagon, but they rally have to make sure they're dlinleng 1.

A little =reen on top

Another component Lo swsainable building is green roofing, which features plant growth
anil even landscaped scenery on op of structures.

According 1o landscape designer Grian Wildeman of Landscapes by Dallas Foster, Inc. in
Yincennes, green rooling serves as o cost-saving (nsulxior that can keep a building up o
vight degrees cooler on a warm day than a conventlonal woflop, He explains green rools are
also sprouting up in wrhan areas like Chicage because they alsorh heal instead of Tadinting it
like black rools or reaily pavensent, and they can acrually decrease the overall iemperatare of a
neighborhood. Additonally, green rools absorb water and relieve stress on nenthy zewers,

“Around Evansville, weve Tuad a lot of Nosding,” Wildenwan notes. “Green roolz conld
ahsorh o lot of the rain withour it overllowing the sewer systen.”

He alzo towss the aesthetics of green mofing as zomething not o be ignored

“In an amea like Chicago with @ b of high rises, most of the people are looking deown
1 reols,” he says “In a work envirenment, studies show thar peaple furctien beuet in
prettier surronndings. It helps productivity for businesses and a lot of people sverlool:
that. [ also helps people emottonally in hospitals or offices; people recover bener hy
leaps and bounds when they are surrounded by trees.”

Wildeman says that while prices vary depending on the wpe of ool ene purchases
many prospective buyers ame tumed off by the inital “ssicker shock™ of 2 green moof, although

Ble¥oice/ Indiana Chamber — Juhywhugust 2008




he comtends the energy savings will make up lor the ears
costs, He alzo explains thor prices are higher in Southen
Indizna tham in zome v oress becose of 8 bek: of suppliers
Wilderman expecs green rools to becomie mone popular in
his notive Evansville within 10 vears, and be believes the
Indianapolis aren will begin to see signilican growth in
about live vears, He conclades that the green roofs hove
boen provalent in Europe = namely Germany = for 20010
30 vears,

Boost at the Statehouse?

A key question that comes up when contemplating
green huilding & what should be mandaed and what
shieled T Tl o the mavket.

Barnazd and Shoulders both assen thar @ inceninives
shoald be olfered w prwvate busineszes that underake
this sant ol endeavor.

“I'd like o see real, true fizscal incentives,” Shoulders sates, “Positive inceniives like 1o breal=
and cap-and-trade will allow us to use American ingenuity and capitalism in this process.”

Barmard explains thar the American Inztiiie of Architects, o group 1o which be belongs, has
steived o educate legislarors about beneliss of green building in hopes of prometing legislation. Mot
catly has the group sugpesed offering incentives 1o private green builders, bot it has also pshed
that sane-funded buildings be LEED sibver certified or higher,

Wiy been rying for the last three veors 1o hove susiginobilivy included in different mepses”
he says of the effons, which s far have not been passed by the Indiana General Assembly,

Cvieill adds that swhile bills have failed i Indiana and sustninability mandies e more
common on the coasts and major cities, there are tix deductions aml credits a the Tederal level
and mational non-profit corpermtions that offer funds ler preen buililing, She alss beleves there
is a general resisiance o reglation in Indians, but Buasioesses moay wishow parsue b voluoarily
alter asseszing the cost benefis |

“Businesses ore sorting torealize thene is opportunile here,” she s, "Bl i canl be appreachued
Irom enly an environmental perspective becaese thats oot the prnwey fecus of the business
owner. You have o ook al bow it necdoces building and operating costs, and some businesses
are doing it because their clients want green baildings.”

Ol Babels green bailding as more of 2 “revolutien” than a constraction wend, and assens
that it5 a response o socieal concerns abour greenhouse gas emiszlons and energy sources.

Additionally, Baroard explains than while green building Tas seen a signifteant induscry-wide
rise in recend venrs, perhips the grearest growth has been bnihe
college ond vniversity market, The Point Svstem

“Thew szem io be the streagest proponens,” be says, “Tha gren
becaze they're ot only Tailding green, bun educning forwe boilders.”

Barnard comtends thar susiinable design wlimarely swall be jus. Certified:
s much a pact of 1l building process & fire zalewy and handicap Silver
accessihility Geald:

“Just as those things are now mandated, 1 foresee a luure where [IREHREEIHE
suztainabality will ke reguired 25 pai of every project s well,” Te says,

INFORMATION LINK

Resowrces: Bill Barnard, The Troyer Group. at (574) 2599076

LEED |'-.|'.lr|I|I.. il Levels

hiealth care buslding:
Shiv Ghuman O'Neill, Baker & Daniels LLP, at {317) 237-1413 consiiction.

hichael Shoulders, VPS5 Architecture, at (512) 423.7729

Brian Wildeman, Landscapes by Dallas Foster, at
brinni@allasfostercom

Cameran Smith, Shiel Seston, at {317) 4236000

.5 Green Building Council at www.usghe.cam
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Shied Sexton recently consbocled
this Foarth Noor baild-owl for
Aupust Mach Environmental in
doanlown Indianopolis. A LEED
eld corlification within Lie
Commurcial Infoniors Raling
YSyslem is being pesaed,
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